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and laity. Soon Rome needed funds for
other military purposes. It aimed at main-
taining and enlarging its own Italian domains,
and at weakening the Emperors who, from
their seat of power in Germany, were striving
to make themselves masters of Italy and the
Pope. It came to be a struggle for existence,
for time after time the Emperors in the
eleventh and following centuries set up rival
Popes, who, though never permanently suc-
cessful, often for a while made themselves
masters of Rome and received the allegiance
of a great part of central Europe. Hence the
legitimate Popes were constantly engaged in
stirring up civil war in Germany, in order
to weaken the attack on Italy, and their
activity in this respect ended in breaking
up German unity, which has not yet been
completely restored. Now this great con-
tinental struggle was necessarily waged by
the Popes as a religious warfare. One of
their weapons was excommunication, and all
who engaged in, or helped to payrfor, the
conflict were told that they were engaged in
a Crusade against the enemies of God ; though
in fact it was the distraction of this warfare
that ensured the failure of the real Crusades
in the Holy Land.
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